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His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki Moon, Secretary General of the United
Nations,

His Excellency Mr. Carl Bildt, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden

Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, let me join the previous speakers in expressing our heartfelt
appreciation and gratitude to the Government of Sweden for hosting this
conference and for its warm welcome and hospitality extended to us.

We fully recognize Sweden's significant contribution over the years to the
reconstruction process in Iraq and humanitarian assistance extended to
the people of Iraq.

We place great importance to the conduct of this conference since the ICI
is an international partnership which purpose is to support the political
process in Iraq to create stability and improve the condition for equitable
and sustainable development, as well as to support the strengthening
democracy and respect for human rights in Iraq.

In this vein, we fully support the significant role played by the United
Nations during the difficult and complex transition in Iraq for a strong,
democratic and prosperous Iraq in the future.

We also commend the Government and the People of Iraq for their efforts
and commitment to achieve a more secure and stable Iraq as well as
economic reform and social improvement in providing a better life for Iraqi
people.




